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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.111, Applicant submits this paper in response to the 
Communication mailed June 19, 2006 (the "Communication"). In the Communication, the 

Examiner stated: 

The timely submission under 37 CFR 1.129(a) filed on 05/25/06 is not 
fiiUy responsive to the prior Office action because applicant failed to elect a single 
disclosed species for prosecution on the merits and identify the listing of claims 
that would be readable thereon. 

Communication, p. 1. 

In the prior Office Action mailed April 4, 2006, the Examiner issued a restriction 

requirement under 35 U.S.C. § 121 in which he purported to have identified ten groups of claims. 
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Groups I and II are identified as claims 1-32 and 33 respectively. Groups III-X are described 
only by reference to figures as follows: 

III. Figs. 1-3 

IV. Figs. 1,4-6 

V. Fig. 7 

VI. Fig.8 

VII. Fig. 9 

VIII. Fig. 10 

IX. Fig. 11 

X. Fig. 12. 

Office Action mailed April, 4, 2006, pp. 2-3. 

In the Application, the figures are described as follows: 

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of one embodiment of a reclosable bag 

according to the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary front view of a portion of the bag of FIG. 1 
including a closure element according to one aspect of the invention. 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary front view of another portion of the bag of FIG. 1 
including a closure element according to one aspect of the invention. 

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional front view of an extruding die configured to 

extrude a single tubular film of material having two closures that is suitable for 
making a bag according to the invention or two tubes of material with each having 
one closure that are suitable for making a bag according to the invention. 

FIG. 5 is an end view of an intermediate structure of a tube extruded from 
the die shown in FIG. 4 in the single tube configuration that is suitable for making 
a bag according to the invention and in which the closure elements have been 
mated but the tube has not yet been longitudinally cut to define the lip portions of 
the bag. 

FIG. 6 is an end view of the structure shown in FIG. 5 after the tube has 
been (1) cut longitudinally to define lip portions of the bag and (2) folded to 
define first and second bag portions, but before the tube has been (1) sealed 



— Page 2 of 4 — 



Application Serial No. 10/684,246 
Attorney Docket No. B001.P003U1 



Examiner Pascua, Jes F. 
Group Art Unit 3727 



longitudinally near the fold to define the bottom of the bag and (2) transversely 
cut and sealed to define the sides of the bag. 

FIG. 7 is an end view of an intermediate structure of two tubes of film 
before the tubes are transversely cut and sealed to define the sides of a bag 
according to the invention. 

FIG. 8 is perspective view of another embodiment of a bag according to 
the invention in which the bottom and both sides of the bag are sealed with a 
relatively wide heat seam. 

FIG. 9 is a plan view of a bag according to the invention with small 
perforations in one of the panels. 

FIG. 10 is schematic plan view of a plurality of bags according to the 
invention that have been wicketted for display and dispensing purposes. 

FIG. 1 1 is a plan view of a bag according to the invention including an 
integrated carrying handle. 

FIG. 12 is a plan view of a bag according to the invention illustrating the 
manner in which various portions of the bag may be tinted or colored to achieve 
certain advantages. 

Application, pp. 5-6. 

Applicant elects group I, claims 1-32, for further prosecution and withdraws without 
prejudice claim 33 fi-om fiirther consideration in this application. From among group I, applicant 
fiirther selects the species shown in FIGS. 1, 4-6, which is defined by at least claims 1-5, 13, 14, 
31, and 32. Applicant disagrees with the Examiner's assertion that the groupings numbered III- 
X as correlated to the figures listed above is a proper way to identify "species." Nonetheless, to 
advance prosecution, applicant now withdraws without prejudice claims 6-12, 15-30 from 
fiirther prosecution. 

Because this paper is filed within four months of the expiration of the shortened statutory 
period for response to the Communication, the undersigned has included a request for a four- 
month extension of time and the associated fee. The undersigned believes that no fiirther fee is 
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due. If the undersigned is incorrect in his belief, the Commissioner is authorized to charge any 

underpayment of fees to deposit account 50-3091. 

Respectfiilly submitted 
on November 20, 2006, 

WEATHERLY KERVEN & SEIGEL LLC 

Mitchell CkSVeatherly 
Registration No. 40,864 

WEATHERLY KERVEN & SEIGEL LLC 

Customer No. 35564 
Phone: 770-395-5920 
Fax: 770-395-5921 
e-mail : service (S;addip value . com 
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